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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL FLAG DAY 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [4.43 pm]: I rise tonight to 
make a few brief comments about a celebration that occurred at Ballajura Community College this morning, 
which I was very pleased to attend along with a number of other community representatives, including the 
federal member for Cowan, Luke Simpkins, the President of the RSL WA, Bill Gaynor, and representatives from 
the Australian National Flag Association and the Ballajura RSL sub-branch. The event was organised to mark 
the 110th anniversary of the Australian national flag. For those members who are not aware, 3 September, this 
coming Saturday, marks Australian National Flag Day and celebrates the occasion when our flag was first 
unfurled in 1901 from the Royal Exhibition Building in Melbourne after a public competition in which the 
design of the flag was chosen from among 30 000 designs submitted. The designs were many and varied and 
ranged from, as mentioned today, a kangaroo with six tails to symbolise the six states to native animals playing 
cricket with a winged cricket ball. Although there are occasions when there are debates on the national flag and 
whether it should be changed, it should always be remembered, as reiterated  today, that the Australian flag 
comes from the people and can only be changed by the people.  

For over 110 years our flag has been flown at home and overseas, in war and in times of celebration and 
achievement. As General Hurley, Chief of the Defence Force, stated in a message that was read at the service 
today — 

Throughout history Australia’s servicemen and women have revered our flag. It is a constant reminder 
of our sworn duty to protect Australia and the Australian people and of the legacy left by those who 
served before us. Our members fought under the flag, died under flag and those who serve under it 
today do so with respect, honour and pride. 

Of course, our flag is not raised only by Australians. As I am sure all members know, every morning in the 
French village of Villers-Bretonneux our flag is raised in memory of those Anzacs who saved that village from 
German attack during the Great War, an action that was described by a then British general as one of the greatest 
individual feats of the war.  

Tonight, I simply want to congratulate the students and staff of Ballajura Community College for hosting this 
very special event and I particularly recognise the outstanding police rangers who were on duty throughout the 
service. They are indeed a very fine group of young people who are very good representatives for Cadets WA to 
the wider community. This school has a very strong commitment to the veteran community in commemorating 
both its past and ongoing service to our country. In conclusion, the 110th anniversary of the Australian national 
flag is an important occasion and I hope that all members will take a moment this coming Saturday to reflect on 
its importance to the people of Western Australia and to our nation as a whole.  
 


